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Colorado Lagoon 
Landscape Design and Mitigation 
Bank Planning 
 
Colorado Lagoon 
Long Beach, CA 
 
Client: 
City of Long Beach 
Anchor QEA 
Moffatt and Nichol 
 
Project Staff: 
Eric Zahn, Taylor Parker, and Jenni Zell  
 
Size:   35 acres 
Timeline:   September 2013 - Present  
Focus:  Wetlands Restoration Planning; 

Jurisdictional Wetlands 
Delineation; Habitat 
Assessment; Public Outreach 
and Landscape Design  

 
Project Overview: 
The	  City	  of	  Long	  Beach	   is	  pursuing	  a	  Mitigation	  
Bank	  as	  an	  instrument	  to	  restore	  a	  large	  portion	  
of	   Colorado	   Lagoon,	   including	   a	   new	   tidal	  
connection	   through	   an	   existing	   recreational	  
park	  area.	  	  
	  
Tidal	  Influence	  is	  providing	  ecological	  consulting	  
services	  for	  two	  aspects	  of	  this	  project.	  We	  are	  
simultaneously	  a	  sub-‐contractor	  to	  Moffatt	  and	  
Nichol	   for	   the	   Mitigation	   Bank	   and	   a	   sub-‐
contractor	   to	   Anchor	   QEA	   for	   the	   restoration	  
design.	  In	  this	  diversified	  role	  we	  showcase	  our	  
abilities	   to	   cooperatively	  work	  with	  numerous	  
coastal	  planning	  consultants.	  
	  
For	   the	   mitigation	   bank	   we	   completed	   a	  
comprehensive	   habitat	   assessment	   report	   as	  
well	   as	   a	   jurisdictional	   wetlands	   delineation	  
report.	  We	   also	   contributed	   extensively	   to	   the	  
bank’s	   prospectus	   that	   outlines	   the	  
performance	   standards	   for	   the	   restoration	  
project.	  	  This	  project	  has	  also	  required	  intensive	  
interactions	  with	   coastal	   resource	   agencies	   as	  
part	  of	   the	  project’s	   Inter-‐agency	  Review	  Team	  

that	  includes	  representatives	  from	  Coastal	  	  
Commission,	  NOAA,	  EPA,	  and	  the	  Army	  Corps	  of	  
Engineers.	  
	  
Tidal	   Influence	   is	   also	   a	  member	   of	   the	   design	  
team	  that	  is	  creating	  the	  construction	  drawings	  
and	  specifications	  for	  this	  restoration	  effort.	  	  As	  
estuarine	  ecologists	  our	  biggest	   roll	   is	  ensuring	  
that	  the	  salt	  marsh	  plant	  community	  is	  properly	  
designed	   and	   buffered	   to	   meet	   percent	  
coverage	   performance	   standards	   within	   a	   5-‐
year	  time	  period.	  	  
	  
We	   have	   teamed	   with	   a	   landscape	   architect,	  
Jennifer	  Zell	  for	  this	  project.	  She	  has	  developed	  
various	   conceptual	   renderings	   for	   use	   in	   our	  
public	  outreach	  campaign.	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

Conceptual	  Rendering	  
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In	   coordination	   with	   Ms.	   Zell	   we	   have	   also	  
produced	   30%,	   60%,	   100%	   and	   final	   CAD	  
drawings	  and	  construction	   specifications	   for	  all	  
habitat	   and	   recreational	   areas	   including	  
irrigation	   plans,	   public	   trails,	   interpretive	  
signage	   and	   park	   amenities.	   This	   project	   will	  
eventually	   require	   the	   relocation	   of	   a	   softball	  
field	  and	  2	  soccer	   fields	   that	  will	   flank	  the	  new	  
tidal	  channel	  pictured	  below.	  
	  
Tidal	   Influence	   and	   its	   collaborators	   pride	  
ourselves	   in	   designing	   ecologically	   appropriate	  
coastal	   habitats	   that	   conserve	   special	   status	  
species	  within	  an	  urban	  context.	  We	  are	  experts	  
at	  designing	   landscape	  with	  a	  balance	  between	  
the	  needs	  of	  humans	  and	  wild	  places.	  	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

Conceptual	  Rendering	  
of	  future	  tidal	  

connection	  

Draft	  Landscape	  Detail	  


